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In The Claims 



Please Cancel Claims 1-10 and add the following new claims: 




/ . A data storage system wherein end-user data is transferred between a host computer 
and a bank of disk drives through an interface, such interface, comprising: 

a memory; 

a plurality of directors, at least oAe front-end one of the directors being in 
communication with the host compute/ and at least one rear-end one of the directors 
being in communication with the ba^k of disk drives, each one of the directirs 
comprising: 

a central processing unit; 

an interface state data blxs section, for carrying interface state data, such interface 
state data bus section being irf communication with: both the at least one front-end one 
and the at least one rear-end one of the directors; and the memory; 

a plurality of end^user data busses, for carrying end-user data, each one of the 
plurality of end-user datk busses having a first end coupled to a corresponding one of the 
plurality of directors ^fod a second end coupled to the memory; and 

wherein the Central processing units of such plurality of directors control the end- 
user data transfer between the host computer and the bank of disk drives through the 
memory via the ^nd-user data busses in response to interface state data generated by the 
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directors, such generated interface state data being transfe/red among the directors 
through the memory via the interface state data bus section. 

The system recited in claim yf wherein the end^isers data busses are serial busses. 

The system recited in claim/f wherein Winterface state data bus section includes 
parallel busses. 



3 

Y ^ The system recited in claim ^ wherein the parallel busses are coupled to the 
directors in a multi-drop configuration 



* The system recited in claim p wherein the end-user data busses are serial busses. 

£ k>. The system recited in claim p wherein the parallel busses are coupled to the 
directors in a multi-drop configuration. 



"7 yi. The system recited in claim yi including a coupling node and wherein each the 
memory has a plurality of regions and wherein the each one of the end-user data buses is 
coupled to the plurality of regions selectively through coupling node. 

The systen/recited in claim vf wherein the coupling node includes a cross-bar 
switch. 
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^ The system recited in claim ^fwherein the interfac^ state data bus section includes a 
plurality of parallel busses, each one thereof being coupled to a one of the plurality of 
directors and to the memory. 

(° A method of operating a data storage system wherein end-user data is transferred 
between a host computer and a bank of disydrives through an interface, such method 
comprising: 

providing a memory; 

providing a plurality of directors, each one of the directors having a central 
processing unit, at least one front-end one of the directors being in communication with 
the host computer and at least one /ear-end one of the directors being in communication 
with the bank of disk drives; 

providing a plural Wof interface state data busses for carrying interface state 
data, such interface state data busses being in communication with: both the at least one 
front-end one and the at leas/ one rear-end one of the directors; and the memory; 

providing a plurality of end-user data busses, for carrying end-user data, each 
one of the plurality of eni-user data busses having a first end coupled to a corresponding 
one of the plurality of directors and a second end coupled to the memory; and 

wherein tl/e central processing units of such plurality of directors control the 
end-user data transfer between the host computer and the bank of disk drives through the 
memory via the enfl-user data busses in response to interface state data generated by the 
directors, such gdderated interface state data being transferred among the directors 
through the memory via the interface state data bus. 
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'^4 . A data storage system wherein end-user d&ta is transferred between a host computer 
and a bank of disk drives through an interfacyfe, such interface, comprising: 

a memory; 

a plurality of directors, each o£e having a central processing unit, at least one 
front-end one of the directors being in communication with the host computer and at least 
one rear-end one of the directors being in communication with the bank of disk drives; 

an interface state data bus section, for carrying interface state data, such 
interface state data bus section being in communication with the at least one front-end 
one and the at least one rear-end one of the directors; 

a plurality of end-user data busses, for carrying end-user data, each one of the 
plurality of end-user data bussfes having a first end coupled to a corresponding one of the 
plurality of directors and a second end coupled to the memory; and 

wherein such central processing units of the plurality of directors control the 
end-user data transfer between the host computer and the bank of disk drives through the 
memory via the end-user/data busses in response to interface state data generated by the 
directors, such generate^ interface state data being transferred among the directors via the 
interface state data bus section. 



' ^tl. The system recited in claim 2^ wherein the end-users data busses 



are serial busses. 



/3 The systemfrecited in claim^l wherein the interface state data bus section includes 
parallel bussesJ 
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The system recited in claim yi wherein the parallel busses are coupled to the 
directors in a multi-drop configuration. 



} ^5. The system recited in claim^whereui the end-user data busses are serial busses. 

The system recited in claim ft wherein the parallel busses are coupled to the 
directors in a multi-drop configuration. 



m 
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The system recited in claim ^including a coupling node and wherein each the 
memory has a plurality of regions and wherein the each one of the end-user data buses is 
coupled to the plurality ofrregions selectively through coupling node. 



m 



The system recite/in claim ^/wherein the interface state data bus section includes a 
plurality of parallel pusses, each one thereof being coupled to a one of the plurality of 
directors and to Wmemory. 



^ J9, A methody6f operating a data storage system wherein end-user data is transferred 
between a ho/t computer and a bank of disk drives through an interface, such method 
comprising^ 

providing a memory; 

providing a plurality of directors each one of the directors having a central 
processing unit, at least one front-end one of the directors being in communication with 
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the host computer and at least one rear-end one of th£ directors being in communication 
with the bank of disk drives; 

providing an interface state data section for carrying interface state data, such 
interface state data section being in communication with the at least one front-end one 
and the at least one rear-end one of the directors; 

providing a plurality of end-user data busses, for carrying end-user data, each 
one of the plurality of end-user data busses having a first end coupled to a corresponding 
one of the plurality of directors and a second end coupled to the memory; and 

wherein such central processing units of the plurality of directors control the 
end-user data transfer between the /host computer and the bank of disk drives and the 
memory via the end-user data bupses in response to interface state data generated by the 
directors, such generated interf/ce state data being transferred among the directors via 
the interface state data sectior, 

A data storage systerr/wherein end-user data is transferred between a host computer 
and a bank of disk driv^ through an interface, such interface, comprising: 

a memory; 

a plurality of directors, each one thereof having a central processing unit, a 
front-end portion off such plurality of directors being in communication with the host 
computer, and a rear end portion of such plurality of directors being in communication 
with the bank oudisk drives; 
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an interface state data bus section, fipr carrying interface state data, such 
interface state data bus section being in comiminication with both the front-end portion of 
the plurality of directors and the rear end poraon of the plurality of directors; 

a plurality of end-user data busses, for carrying end-user data, each one of the 
plurality of end-user data busses having A first end coupled to a corresponding one of the 
plurality of directors and a second endycoupled to the memory; and 

wherein the central processing units of such plurality of directors control the 
end-user data transfer between the/nost computer and the bank of disk drives through the 
memory via the end-user data busses in response to interface state data generated by the 
directors, such generated inter|ace state data being transferred among the directors via the 
interface state data bus sectic 



1\ J I "IP 

J5l. The system recited m claim ^0 wherein the end-users data busses are serial busses. 



The system reci/ed in claim 30 wherein the interface state data bus section includes 
parallel busses. 



The system recited in claim ^wherein the parallel busses are coupled to the 
directors in a multi-drop configuration. 



^3/. The /ystem recited in claim ^1 wherein the end-user data busses are serial busses. 
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^#5. The system recited in claim }4 wherein the parallel busses are coupled to the 
directors in a multi-drop configuration. 



The system recited in claim ^6 including arcoupling node and wherein each the 
memory has a plurality of regions and wherein the each one of the end-user data buses is 
coupled to the plurality of regions selectiv^y through coupling node. 

^ VI. The system recited in claim ^wherein the coupling node includes a cross-bar 
switch. 

The system recited in claim ii^wherein the interface state data bus section includes a 
plurality of parallel busses, eacjn one thereof being coupled to a one of the plurality of 
directors and to the memory. 

^ ^9. A method of operating a data storage system wherein end-user data is transferred 
between a host computer and a bank of disk drives through an interface, such method 
comprising: 

providing a memory; 

providing a plurality of directors, each one of the directors having a central 
processing unit, a/front end portion of the directors being in communication with the host 
computer and a /ear end portion of the directors being in communication with the bank of 
disk drives; 
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providing an interface state data section /or carrying interface state data, such 
interface state data section being in communicatipn with the front end portion of the 
directors and the rear end portion of the directors; 

providing a plurality of end-user data busses, for carrying end-user data, each 
one of the plurality of end-user data busses having a first end coupled to a corresponding 
one of the plurality of directors and a seccmd end coupled to the memory; and 

wherein the central processing units of such plurality of directors control the 
end-user data transfer between the host computer and the bank of disk drives and the 
memory via the end-user data busses in response to interface state data generated by the 
directors, such generated interface state data being transferred among the directors via 
the interface state data section. 
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f). A data storage system wherein end-user data is transferred between a host computer 
and a bank of disk drives through an interface, such interface, comprising: 

a memory; 

a plurality of directors, comprising: 

a plurality of front-end directors, each one of such front-end direcytors 
having a central processing unit, such plurality of front end directors being in 
communication with the host computer, and 

plurality of rear end directors, each one of the rear-end directors having a 
central processing unit, such plurality of rear end directors being in communication with 
the bank of disk drives; 
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an interface state data bus section, for carrying interface state data, such 
interface state data bus section being in communication with both the front-end portion of 
the plurality of directors and the rear end portion of the plurality of directors; 

a plurality of end-user data bussed, for carrying end-user data, each one of 
a first portion of the plurality of end-user data busses having a first end coupled to a 
corresponding one of the plurality of front erid directors and a second end coupled to the 
memory and each one of a second portion of the plurality of end user data buses having a 
first end coupled to a corresponding one/f the plurality of rear end directors and a second 
end coupled to the memory; and 

wherein the central processing units of such plurality of directors control the 
end-user data transfer between theliost computer and the bank of disk drives through the 
memory via the end-user data busses in response to interface state data generated by the 
directors, such generated interface state data being transferred among the directors via the 
interface state data bus sec W 



31 y V 

. The system recited in claim jO wherein the first portion of the end-users data busses 
comprises a plurality oyserial busses. 



I"/ 1 & 

' jfl. The system recited in claim wherein the second portion of the interface state data 

bus section composes a plurality of serial busses. 

»v J T 

j(3. The system recited in claim 42 wherein the first portion of the end-users data busses 
comprises a plurality of serial busses. 
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A method of operating a data storage system wherem end-user data is transferred 
between a host computer and a bank of disk drives through an interface, such method 
comprising: / 

providing a memory; / 

providing a plurality of directors, sjach plurality of directors comprising: 

a plurality of front end directors/each one thereof having a central processing 
unit, such plurality of front end directors tfeing in communication with the host computer, 
and; / 

a plurality of rear end directors, each one thereof having a central processing 
unit, such plurality of rear end directors being in communication with the bank of disk 
drives; / 

providing an interface state data section for carrying interface state data, such 
interface state data section bjeing in communication with the plurality of front end 
directors and the plurality of rear end directors; 

providing a plqrality of end-user data busses, for carrying end-user data, each 
one of a first portion of /he plurality of end-user data busses having a first end coupled to 
a corresponding one ot the plurality of front end directors and a second end coupled to the 
memory and each one of a second portion of the plurality of end user buses having a first 
end coupled to a corresponding one of the plurality of the rear end directors and a second 
end coupled to the memory; 

wherein the central processing units of such plurality of directors control the 
end-user data transfer between the host computer and the bank of disk drives and the 
memory via me end-user data busses in response to interface state data generated by the 
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directors, such generated interface state data being transferred among the directors via 
the interface state data section. 



H 



The method recited in claim ^4 wherein thpTirst portion of the end-users data busses 
is provided with a plurality of serial busses. 

46. The method recited in claim jA wherein the second portion of the interface state data 
bus section is provided with a plurality of serial busses. 



ill 

M. 




The method recited in cmm^d wherein the first portion of the end-users data busses is 
provided with a plurality ox serial busses. 
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